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Christmas Boxes Thank You 
Dear Milwaukie Presbyterian, 

My family is deeply grateful for your generous food 
for our pantry and the wonderful fresh food. The 
ham provided us with a Christmas dinner that 
otherwise would have been comprised of macaroni 
& cheese. With the fresh potatoes, milk and cheese 
I was able to bake creamy cheesy potatoes. Along 
with a can of green beans and corn bread we had a 
celebration which was heavenly…Thank You!!! 
Fresh apples and oranges, yummy! 

I think a lot of thought and planning must have 
gone into distributing a variety of foods for our pantry. We are also thankful for 
household contributions, TP very thoughtful. I have not had the luxury of hair 
conditioner or body lotion for many years…not since shortly after my brain injury. 

The “Santa” gifts were extraordinary, your generosity remarkable! Having new, 
high quality sneakers is a luxury we have not experienced in years. The CD music 
chosen for A., 18, is spot on. He plays trombone and is a great fan of Jazz & Blues. 
I am so delighted to have received Mary Kay facial cleanser and moisturizer! I 
have only been able to afford bar soap for all of us and now I’m pampered. Thank 
you! 

The kindness of your stocking stuffers was a delightful surprise. It was fun to 
watch my boys explore and enjoy their goodies. 

Again, we are truly grateful for your extraordinary generosity! You are a true 
reflection of Christ’s teachings: “To love one another”. 

May God Bless, 

A Christmas Box Family 



 

Worship, Teaching and Community 

Sunday, February 1 

 10 a.m. Worship with Communion 

 11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, No Vision Committee  

 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

 7 p.m. High School Youth Group 

Sunday, February 8 

 10 a.m. Worship  

 11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, No 
Vision Committee  

 5:30 p.m. Middle School 
Youth Group 

 7 p.m. High School Youth 
Group 

Sunday, February 15 

 10 a.m. Worship 

 11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, Vision 
Committee  

 Noon Outreach Committee  

 6:30 p.m. Valentine’s Dinner Youth 
Group Fundraiser  

Wednesday, February 18 

 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship 

Sunday, February 22 

 10 a.m. Worship 

 11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, Vision Committee  

 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

 High School Ski Weekend – No Youth Group 
 5:30 p.m. Combined Youth Group @ Moreland Presbyterian  



Christian Enrichment   

Sunday School, Upstairs, age 3 – 5th grade 

Feb 1: Bible Story, DVD and Discussion 

Feb 8: Lesson from Seasons of the Spirit 

Feb 15: Lesson from Seasons of the Spirit 

Feb 22: Service Project-Related (TBD) 

 

Adults, Schmidt Hall 

Feb. 1: Guest Speaker, Rev. Aric Clark: “Those Whom God Has Joined.” A 
conversation about same-sex marriage in the PC(USA), the history of Holy 
Matrimony in our tradition, changes in U.S. law and culture, and the most recent 
actions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Feb. 8: Join Accompanist David Wills at the organ bench to develop a deeper 
appreciation of how the pipe organ works and the unique sounds it produces. You 
will be invited to feel the keys, pull stops and make some music. 

Feb. 15: On the occasion of his 70th birthday, scholar and theologian Marcus J. 
Borg wrote Convictions: How I Learned What Matters Most (Harper One, 2014). In 
this book, Borg summarized his life’s convictions, including his experiences 
knowing God. Sam Cole will summarize key sections and provide a take-home 

handout.  

Feb 22: Guest Presenter, Bill Marquam: 
“Thoughts about the Saving Jesus DVD 
Series.” Pastors, scholars and church leaders 
discuss the question: What does it mean to 
follow Jesus today?  

--Sam Cole, CE Director 

 



Resources for the 
Spiritual Life 

Part of the role of a pastor is to connect people 
with resources to nurture their spiritual lives. Rather than turning the 
sermon into a book report, I thought I’d pass along a list of resources that 
have been helpful to me lately. Here’s hoping one or more of these 
resources speaks to you! 

Books: 

The Power of Grace by David Richo 
Theology, psychology, Shakespeare and Quantum Physics.  

Overwhelmed: Work, Love and Play when No One Has the Time by Brigid Schulte 
This book brings up great questions and offers up new possibilities for our lives as 
individuals, families, and a community. 

Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now by Walter Brueggemann  
Great insights into our constant quest for more. This is a short read. 

Articles: 

Why Finnish Babies Sleep in Cardboard Boxes  
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22751415 
Fascinating article about how another culture lives out its values in the way it 
welcomes babies. 

How Hygge Can Help You Get Through Winter 
http://www.mnn.com/family/family-activities/blogs/how-hygge-can-help-you-get-
through-winter 
Do you struggle to stay upbeat during gray Oregon winters? Hygge might be for you. 

Hit the Reset Button on Your Brain, The New York Times, 8/10/14 
http://nyti.ms/1oBnDHJ 
Why does vacation matter? This month, I will lead a presbytery retreat for local 
clergy on the Science of Sabbath Rest. This article is one that the group will study 
together. Leading this retreat is part of the commitment we pastors make at the 
time of our ordination to support the presbytery. 

--Pastor Katie 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22751415
http://www.mnn.com/family/family-activities/blogs/how-hygge-can-help-you-get-through-winter
http://www.mnn.com/family/family-activities/blogs/how-hygge-can-help-you-get-through-winter


Youth News 

Mt Hood Trips! 

February 16 The Middle School youth are invited to join 

Moreland Presbyterian on a Presidents Day snow tubing trip to 
Mt. Hood from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Cost is $10. Please let Doug 
know by Feb. 12 if you plan on attending. 

February 20 – 22 The High School youth are invited to join 

several area churches on a weekend retreat to Mt. Hood. There will be games, some 
devotional time, music, tubing, skiing/snowboarding, and plenty of opportunity to 
get to know other youth. Cost is $26 per person, plus extra for tubing or skiing. 
Please let Doug know by Feb. 12 if you plan on attending.  

Valentine's Day Dinner February 15th! 
The youth will be putting on and serving a fancy post-Valentine's meal. 
Dinner will cost $10 per person or $15 for a group. We will also be 
offering an auction of date activities, babysitting, and other services to 
be done by the youth. Hope to see you all there! 

Thank you for coming out to the Chili Cookoff and supporting us with your 

cooking, fellowship, and generosity. Together we raised $380 toward youth 
missions.  

— Youth Ministry Director, Doug Vitro 



 

Lenten Study Groups 

The first Sunday of Lent is February 22nd. Christian Enrichment will be offering 
discussion booklets with the theme: Lenten Creation. 

The devotional booklets will suggest weekly prayers, meditations, scripture readings 
and questions. Small groups will meet together in homes for the six weeks of Lent 
for a simple supper and discussion time. This is a wonderful way to get to know one 
another. You may choose to host one of the weekly meetings for your group in your 
home or just join in when possible.  

Watch for more information about signing up for a group, beginning Sun.,Feb. 8. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Join us for worship at 7 p.m., on February 18  
Ash Wednesday is a time when we are invited to stay with the betrayals of our 
hopes for ourselves – the moments when we failed to hold to our commitment to 
the Christ who walks ahead of us on the way. We contrast the moments when we 
cheered on the godliness in the world as on Palm Sunday and the times when we 
failed to do that. We see and touch the ashes of those hopes as we acknowledge and 
grieve our profound humanness. Join us for a thoughtful, contemplative service. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday is March 29! 
Last year, 19 children and adults led worship on Palm 

Sunday, setting a new record. Would you or someone in your 
family like to help out? Excellent! Contact Katie Pate at 

pastor@milwaukiepres.org or 503.654.7782. 

 

 

 

 

Not-Just Prayer Shawls Ministry 

Next Gathering: Noon, Feb. 24 in Schmidt Hall 

Do you knit or crochet or quilt? Would you like to learn? Through this group we have 
an opportunity to offer tangible signs of love, support, and prayers to those who 
may need comfort and care. Together we will create gifts of lovingly crafted 
shawls, lap robes and baby blankets and have time to share in 
fellowship with one another. Contact Marilyn Barnes 
(503.659.9837) or Kristen Hamilton-Sutherland 
(503.558.1209) with questions or if you would 
like to request a prayer shawl to give.  

 

mailto:pastor@milwaukiepres.org


Session Update, January 2015 
 Session welcomed new members Lee Hollands and Henry Kilmer, and 

acknowledged the passing of Wes Roushall, Chuck Dale and Marva 
Thornley. 

 Session called a congregational meeting to elect a Nominating Committee. 
The meeting was held January 25, 2015, in accordance with our bylaws. 

 Session approved a second reading of names for the annual Roll Review.  

 Session approved new ACT procedures for providing emergency aid to 
people who come to the church for help.  

Many thanks to… 
 November’s leaf rakers: Dave DeVore, Chris Didway, Grant Didway, Rusty 

Garrison, Gary Gunderson, Ellen Martin, Ken Martin, Coleman Neher, Lisa 
Pasquantonio, Katie Pate, Kelcie Vitro, and Doug Vitro. 

 All who helped with the Hanging of the Greens 11/23, and all who helped 
with the Undecorating 1/10. 

 David Wills for the organ concert on 12/12.  

  The Deacons, for preparing the elements for communion in December. 

  Deacons and elders who wrote Christmas cards to the congregation. 

  All who helped out with Christmas Boxes. 

 Cherie Kennedy, for volunteering in the children’s activity area in worship. 

 Marilyn Zetterberg, the Richardson family and the Deacons for creating 
lovely floral arrangements for MPC’s visitation ministry.  

 All of our S.O.N. Network volunteers. 

 



Giving Update, 2014-2015 
 As of 12/31/2014 Actual to date Budget to date Annual Budget 
General Fund Income: $128,824.50 $107,016.00 $217,040.00 
 Carryover 2013-14: $8,395.00 $8,395.00 $8,395.00 
 Expenses: $111,844.54 $120,828.00 $241,640.00 
 Difference: $16,979.96 $2,683.00 $(16,205.00) 
 Surplus/(Deficit) 
Outreach and Community Ministries Disbursements:   
Gift to Presbytery     $5,000 
Christmas Boxes Purchases   $6,400  
Northwest Housing Alternatives (Annie Ross House)  $1,000 
Clackamas Service Center    $3,000 
Clackamas Women’s Services   $1,500 
Mustang Heart (Milwaukie High School)    $500   

 

Thank you for your end of the year contributions! Your generous gifts raised 

$4,927 for Christmas Boxes and $742.50 for the Christmas Joy offering. Pledge 
income is where it should be at this point in the year. Thank you! 

Thanks to your generosity and a grant from Endowment earnings, Outreach made 

the above contributions to our partner nonprofits in the community.  
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Finance 
Claire Hobson 

Outreach 
Linda Marquam 

Vision 
Mark Neher 

Property 
Dave DeVore 

Grounds 
Rusty Garrison  

Youth 
Christopher Jenkins 

Personnel 
Madeline Davis  

Hospitality 
Marci Hartson 

Worship 
Kelley Gutman 

D
ea

co
n
s 2015 

Andi Coover 
Lynette Hall 
Pat Jones 
Bill Marquam 

2016 
Kim Adams 
Carolee Neighorn 
Richard Nelson 
Mary Surface 

2017 
Wayne Sabin 
Sarah Carver 
Tom Muti  
Phyllis Zimmerman  

Email or drop a note in the church office to be added to the MPC mailing list,  
or to receive our weekly enews. 

The deadline for the March newsletter is February 15. 
Send submissions to office@milwaukiepres.org. 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
10 a.m. Communion Worship 
11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment 
 
5:30 p.m. MS Youth Group  
7 p.m. HS Youth Group      
7 p.m. R.E.A.D. book group @ the DeVore’s.  

2 3 4 
 
 
1 p.m. Finance 

Committee  
 
7 p.m. Choir rehearsal 

5 
9 a.m. Music Staff 

meeting  
10 a.m. Program Staff 

meeting 
7 p.m. Deacons 

6 7 

8 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
10 a.m. Worship with Communion 
11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment  
 
5:30 p.m. MS Youth Group  
7 p.m. HS Youth Group      

9 10 
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ 

Libbie’s 
 
 
 
7 p.m. Session  

11 
 
 
 
 
 
7 p.m. Choir rehearsal 

12 
9 a.m. Music Staff 

meeting  
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 Transfiguration of the Lord 
10 a.m. Worship 
11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, Vision Committee  
Noon Outreach Committee  
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. Valentine’s Dinner  

16 
 
Middle School Snow 
Day @ Ski Bowl 

17 
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ 

Libbie’s 
10 a.m. Women’s 

Bible Study 
 
 
 

18 Ash Wednesday  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 p.m. Worship  

19 
9 a.m. Music Staff 

meeting  
10 a.m. All-Staff 

meeting 

20 
High School Ski 
Weekend 
 
 
 

21 
High School Ski 
Weekend 
 

22 First Sunday in Lent 
High School Ski Weekend 
10 a.m. Worship 
11:15 a.m. Christian Enrichment, Vision Committee  
Noon Personnel Committee  
 
Lenten Devotionals available 

23 24 
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ 

Libbie’s 
 
Noon Not-just Prayer 

Shawls 
 

 

25 
 
  
 
 
 
7 p.m. Choir rehearsal 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 

February 
2015 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

You can also find our church calendar online at www.milwaukiepres.org/calendar 


