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This Moment 

Throughout the busyness of each school year, I create a very optimistic “summer list” 
of projects to tackle if things quiet down in July. Lately, I have been a little over 

confident about what might be accomplished in one summer. Nonetheless, I 
keep making lists of dreams and ideas for the church, even if I can’t 

imagine how they will come to be. A lot of things I hoped would 
develop here have, they just haven’t happened in the timeframe 
that I planned. I recently found a summer list from 2012, and I am 

proud to say that most of what the staff, session and I talked about 
then was completed by Spring 2015. I call that success! 
Patience is one topic that has come up in the Slow Church reading 
group this summer. We asked ourselves, when have we been 
impatient as a congregation? Impatience has its place, especially in 
social justice movements. But when it comes to the life and worship 

of a community of faith like ours, patience is a really important part of 
walking through change. We get to practice being patient with one another.	   
The writers of Slow Church describe how our desire for convenience is fueled 
by impatience. “In patience,” they write, “ we learn to abide in each 
particular moment, finding it not empty but rather full of the grace of God. 

How do we grow deeper into our calling as the patient people of God when our 
surroundings reinforce our inner restlessness?” 
It’s common to feel restless, to get ahead of ourselves. And yet, this is a great moment 
for us as a church. Our neighborhood is growing and burgeoning with new life. We 
continue to explore the possibilities for how we are called to be present in this place. 
We have many resources to share with our community. Let us be present to God’s 
presence in this moment. 
Grace be with you! 

- Pastor Katie Pate 

 



Worship, Teaching and Community 
Sunday, August 2 

♦ 9:45 a.m. Summer Hymn Sing  
♦ 10 a.m. Worship with Communion   
♦ 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group  

Sunday, August 9   

♦ 9:45 a.m. Summer Hymn Sing  
♦ 10 a.m. Worship  
♦ 11:15 a.m. Family Ministry 

Brainstorm & Pizza  
♦ 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth 

Group  

Sunday, August 16 

♦ 9:45 a.m. Summer Hymn Sing 
♦ 10 a.m. Worship  
♦ 11:30 a.m. Outreach Committee  
♦ 7 p.m. Middle School Youth Group @ Tigard Circuit  

Sunday, August 23  

♦ 9:45 a.m. Summer Hymn Sing 
♦ 10 a.m. Worship  

Sunday, August 30  

♦ 9:45 a.m. Summer Hymn Sing 
♦ 10 a.m. Worship  
♦ 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

 



August Events @ MPC 
 

Faith and Film: The Wizard of Oz 

August 20, 7 p.m. 

Join Pastor Katie Pate and Youth Ministry Director Doug 
Vitro to watch this classic film and discuss spiritual themes. 
We’re going outdoors for our first film, The Wizard of Oz. 
Meet at Brooklyn Park (on Milwaukie Ave) at 7 p.m. for 

conversation, the movie starts at dusk. Free, bring your own refreshments and a 
blanket to sit on. 
 

Wednesday Night Small Group 

Pastor Katie Pate and Youth Ministry Director Doug 
Vitro are co-leading a book study and discussion of 
Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient 
Way of Jesus. We meet at Bob's Red Mill at 5:30 p.m. 
each Wednesday. All are welcome to join in!  

 

 

Family Ministry Pizza & Brainstorming 
Meeting August 9  

Families: we need your wisdom and insight! Our new 
Children’s Ministry coordinator, Sabina Shaughnessy, and the 

Session invite you to be a part of the conversation about what we 
want for our children at MPC and how we want to create that. 

Come to brainstorm after worship, enjoy some pizza and meet 
Sabina!  

  



Youth News 
August Youth Calendar 

Sun. 8/2 5:30 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group 

Weds. 8/5 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Beach Trip - Middle and High School Youth  

Thurs. 8/13 6 p.m. High School Youth Group 

Sun. 8/16 5:30 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group 

Tues. 8/25 7 p.m.   Climbing - Combined Youth @ Tigard Circuit 

Sun. 8/30 4:30 p.m. Thorns Match  

 

August Youth Highlights 
 

Combined Youth Group 
Beach trip August 5, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Milwaukie and Moreland youth 
groups are going on a beach excursion 
to Seaside as we begin to wind 
summer down. Bring your own money 
for lunch and souvenirs. Meet at 

Moreland Pres.  

Rock Climbing August 25. Meet @ Circuit Bouldering Gym in Tigard at 7 p.m. 
Free, $4 if you want to rent climbing shoes. Chaperones are welcome to climb too!  

Thorns Match August 30, meet at MPC at 4:30 p.m., match at 6:30 p.m. 
Milwaukie Pres. will be joining folks from Old Scotch, Calvin, and Moreland to 
watch the Thorns play their final 2015 home match against the Washington Spirit. 
$10. Parents welcome!   

— Doug Vitro, Youth Ministry Director 



Children’s Ministry 
Introducing: Sabina Shaughnessy  

Born and raised in Los Angeles (Go Dodgers!) Sabina has 
made Oregon her home. Yes, she misses the beaches but 
the Pacific NW stole her heart with the first blackberry 
she tasted! Throughout middle and high school, Sabina 
was a Summer Camp Counselor and Organizer at St. 
John Vianney and Redeemer Lutheran Church. In her 
own opinion, she is still the Dodgeball Queen of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

Sabina is a student at PSU studying to be a Speech Pathologist. She is also an 
intern at a speech clinic, right here in downtown Milwaukie. When she is not 
studying, Sabina enjoys yoga, watching sports, and discovering hidden 
treasures of Oregon. She lives in the Downtown Milwaukie area, so if you see 
her, be sure to say hello! 

Sabina has years of informal religious education through working with 
residence of Pilgrim Place in Claremont, CA. Under the tutelage of the many 
ministers, pastors and missionaries, she found a passion and love of world 
theology. Combining that with her experience in the classroom and working 
with children, Sabina is excited to bring lessons of God’s encompassing love to 
the children of Milwaukie Presbyterian Church.  

 

 “Peaceable Kingdom” VBS 
@ St. John’s 

August 10 and 11 from 9 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

MPC 1st through 6th graders are invited to vacation bible 
school at St. John the Evangelist Episcopal. Children in 
the “Peaceable Kingdom” will explore anti-bullying 
themes through favorite children’s literature characters. 
Register online at stjohnsmilwaukie.org.  



New Photo Directory! 

Practice your smiles because a new photo directory is coming! 
Pictures will be taken right after school starts. We have 
several tentative dates when the photographer will be 
here: Sept. 11-12 and Oct. 15-17.  Perfect for Christmas 
gifts, that empty wall or your grandparents.  Stay tuned 
– more info to come!   
 

 

Sing One Sunday  
August 30, 9 a.m. Join us for a one-morning informal 
choral gathering! Anyone interested in singing can meet in 
the sanctuary at 9 a.m. to learn a short 4-part choral 
offering to sing in that morning's service!  

— Kevin Lambert, Music Director 

 

  

Table Church Farewell  
After more than a year of worshipping on Sunday afternoons in Schmidt Hall, 
Table Church has found a new home in Gladstone. This move allows them to hold 
Sunday morning worship times. They’ve been a great building partner and we wish 
them the best! 
 

 



Read Eat And Discuss Book Club 
In April, we discussed Rob Bell’s book Jesus Wants to Save Christians and agreed 
with the author especially on one quote (not from the book): “When you forgive 
someone – when you are generous – when you withhold judgment – when you love 
– and when you stand up to injustice, in that moment 
you are bringing heaven to earth.” 

 Looking ahead, find a copy of Anna Badkhen’s book, 
Peace Meals and read it over the summer.  This book 
is a true story about conflict and food. Anna is a 
journalist and in the book there are stories 
“punctuated by recipes from the meals she shared 
with the people she encountered.” And the “most 
important lesson she has observed in conflict zones 
from Afghanistan to Chechnya is that war can kill our 
friends and decimate our towns, but it cannot destroy 
our inherent decency, generosity, and kindness—that 
which makes us human.” 

We plan to meet on Sunday evening, Oct. 4, at the home of Dave and Cynthia De 
Vore.  We will share a potluck meal together at 6 p.m. and discuss the book 
beginning at 7 p.m. You are all invited and welcome to join us for the meal or just 
the discussion.  

— Cherie Kennedy 

Save the Date! 
MPC Busy Hands Craft Fair, Sat., Nov. 7, 2015. We plan to go again 
with what worked so well before: a variety of handmade, high 
quality crafts, both community and in-house, a bistro-style lunch 
with home-made soups and pies, and themed gift raffle baskets 
and door prizes.  
All proceeds support local outreach ministries. In this case again it 
will be our Christmas Boxes. 

— Pat Carter 



Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
Did you know that you can earn donations for Milwaukie Presbyterian Church just 
by shopping with your Rewards Card as a part of the Fred Meyer Community 
Rewards Program?  Fred Meyer donates $2.6 million to nonprofits in Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington every year through this program.  Please note you will still 
receive Rewards Points, Fuel Points and Rebates!  Here's how it works: 

· to link your Rewards Card to your favorite nonprofit (preferably MPC J), log into 
your account online at https://www.fredmeyer.com/signin. Or visit Customer 
Service in the store.  
· whenever you use your Rewards Card when shopping at Freddy's, you’ll be 
helping MPC earn a donation from Fred Meyer. 
· at the end of each quarter, Fred Meyer will make a donation to MPC based on 
the accumulated spending of the Rewards Customers linked to MPC. 
·Fred Meyer donates  $650,000 each quarter via Community Rewards!  

For years, the decision about which organizations Fred Meyer supported rested 
with a small group of employees. Now customers can link their Rewards Cards to 
the nonprofits they believe are doing the most good in our community. 

Mental Health First Aid 
Studies show that every year 1 in 5 of Americans suffer from 
mental illness, most commonly anxiety and mood disorders. MPC 
staff had the opportunity to take a mental health first aid course 
in early July. We learned some of the basic ways of recognizing 
when someone may be in need of help, how to assist in finding 
resources, and how to encourage and support a person in crisis. 
Many people wait years for help, delaying their recovery. Silence 
is not the answer, but compassion and hope can help with the early steps of 
healing. Like medical first aid, the course covers basic, front-line measures, and 
gives you tools to help, and also dispels some of the myths of mental illness. The 
course is free and can be found at www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org.  

 — Colby Phillips, Office Administrator 

  



Giving Update, 2014-2015 
As of 6/30/2015Actual Annual Budget 
General Fund Income: $217,946.46  $217,040.00 
 Carryover 2013-14: $8,395.00  $8,395.00 
 Expenses: $233,143.83  241,640.00  
 Difference: (6,802.37)  $(16,205.00) 
Surplus/(Deficit) 
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Youth 
Chris Didway 
Christopher Jenkins 

Outreach 
Linda Marquam 

Christian Enrichment 
Vacant 

Property 
Rusty Garrison 

Vision 
Mark Neher 

Stewardship 
Cherie Kennedy 

Personnel 
Madeline Davis 
 
 
 

Hospitality 
Vacant 
Finance 
Claire Hobson 

Worship 
Kelley Gutman 
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Kim Adams 
Carolee Neighorn 
Richard Nelson 
Mary Surface 

2017 
Wayne Sabin 
Sarah Carver 
Tom Muti  
Phyllis Zimmerman 

2018 
Lynette Hall 
Bill Marquam 
Cheryl Decker 
 
 

	  

	  
	  

Email or drop a note in the church office to be added to the MPC mailing list, 
or to receive our weekly enews. 

The deadline for the September newsletter is August 15. 
Send submissions to office@milwaukiepres.org.	  


